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Abstract: 

Throughout our evolutionary history and into the present, humans have been shaped by 

environments in flux. For example, Potts (1998, p. 95) argued that “extreme environmental variability 

[…] ultimately had a more pervasive influence on hominid evolution than did any single type of 

environment.” As a result, human biology, physiology, and development have evolved in concert with 

such changing ecologies. Our propensity for culture has also helped us adapt to varying environments 

through the invention and transmission of specialized technologies.  

 

Contemporary hunter-gatherers are culturally, geographically, and ecologically diverse. Many 

contemporary hunter-gatherers are at the forefront of the climate crisis. And, many hunter-gatherers 

have long histories of being forced to adapt to life in harsh ecologies because of both pressures from 

foraging subsistence strategies and from inter-group dynamics. Thus, studying biological and cultural 

adaptations to changing climates in hunter-gatherer societies is not only relevant to our 

understanding of human evolution, but has implications for sovereignty, human rights, and cultural 

resilience. 

 

In this plenary session, we invite researchers in biological anthropology, archaeology, behavioural 

ecology, and other disciplines within the evolutionary social sciences to share their research on 

hunter-gatherer adaptations to changing climates. Papers within this session will use evolutionary 

frameworks broadly defined to address past, present, and future challenges posed by environmental 

variability, and should discuss how human biology and/or culture has/is expected to adapt to new 

ecological horizons.  

 

The plenary is open to individuals of all career stages. We especially invite women, underrepresented 

scholars, and participants from lower-middle-income countries to submit abstracts. Priority will be 

given to papers which present unpublished findings, new frameworks for understanding the past, and 

participatory approaches to studying human evolution and climate change. Plenary sessions will be 

broadcast live over YouTube. 
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